
Neighborhood and Area Plans—Current Status

Educational Forum Co-sponsored by Ward 6 and Tucson Residents for Responsive Government (TRRG)
Thursday, Jan. 18, 2018,  6:00-7:30pm

Ward 6 Community Room, 3202 East First Street

I. Welcome and Introductions.  Bonnie Poulos (TRRG), forum moderator
Introduce:  Steve K, Dan Bursuck (PDSD), Mike Rankin (City Attorney), other officials or aides 
for officials.

II. Open Remarks.  Steve Kozachik (Ward 6)

III. History of COT’s use of Neighborhood and Area Plans
Information requested:
 Definition of General Plan, Area Plan and Neighborhood Plan
 Geographic areas of city covered by each type Plan
 Dates Plans were written
 Relationship of Neighborhood, Area and General Plans
 Reasons for having Plans when they were written

IV. Legal Status
Questions:
 When a document says it is adopted by “Resolution,” what does that mean for its legal 

standing?
 Is there a time limit to Resolutions (do they remain in effect when the council changes)?
 When residents believe that a plan has been violated, what are the legal remedies?
 What is the legal standing of plans versus the land use code (UDC)?
 Do Neighborhood and Area plans have legal standing under state law?

V. Plans’ Utilization in Implementation of the Unified Development Code
Questions:
 Where in code does it say Neighborhood and Area Plans are to be used?  
 How does staff use the Plans when processing applications?
 When there is a difference between what a Plan says and the applicant wants to do, 

what action does staff take? 

VI. Plan Amendments
Questions:
 Who can apply for a Plan Amendment?
 What reasons are given when asking for plan amendments?
 How many have been asked for in the past 5 years?  How many were granted in the past 

5 years?



 What criteria is used to determine if the amendment is consistent with the original 
intent of the Plan?  If it is not, what might be some mitigating strategies to minimize the 
negative impact of the proposed amendment?

 When Planning Commission and M/C consider Plan amendments, it is prior to the 
rezoning process.  How do those groups know what the implication of the Plan 
Amendment is on the final product which will be coming to Zoning Examiner and M/C 
for rezoning?  Does approving a Plan Amendment, in effect, obligate the approving 
bodies to also approve the later rezoning? Is there any history where a Plan Amendment 
was approved but the final rezoning was not?

 Do neighborhoods have the option to amend their Plans? If so, what is the process and 
what are the associated costs?
 

VII. Future of Neighborhood and Area Plans
Questions:
 Does the City have any intention to update the Area and Neighborhood Plans?
 Is Tucson unique in having Area and Neighborhood plans that guide development? Do 

other municipalities used them?
 Who does a citizen contact to meet with to clarify local concerns?
 Staff makes continual reference to the Plan Tucson map, Exhibit LT-7  Future Growth 

Scenario Map,  which has a disclaimer on it that it is not be used for zoning purposes.  Is 
that map intended to supplant the other plans?  If so, is there going to be a public 
process to determine the appropriateness of the blobs of color?


